


CHALLENGES

Despite the growth of FabLab initiatives and 
makerspaces all over the world, a main short-
coming is that single Labs rarely collaborate 
and exchange their knowledge – a fundamental 
principle of the whole Open Source movement. 
As a result, an enormous potential is left aside.
Twinning Fab Labs could represent one way of 
�R�Y�H�U�F�R�P�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���G�H�È���F�L�W���E�\���H�Q�D�E�O�L�Q�J���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H��
and technology transfer. 

Twinning FabLabs could represent one way of 
�R�Y�H�U�F�R�P�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���G�H�È���F�L�W���E�\���H�Q�D�E�O�L�Q�J���N�Q�R�Z���O�H�G�J�H��
and technology transfer.

The concept of Twinning refers to an organi-
zation-to-organization co-operation that aims 
towards a mutual exchange between entities 
�Z�L�W�K�� �G�L�Ç���� �H�U�H�Q�W���V�R�F�L�R���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�� �E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G�V�� �D�Q�G��
fosters reciprocal learning and understanding.

Collaboration and knowledge 

exchange between Labs 

are fundamental requirements of 

their success.

We need to encourage the 

development of vital small-scale 

innovative activities that cut 

�D�F�U�R�V�V���G�L�Ç���H�U�H�Q�W���V�H�F�W�R�U�V���I�U�R�P��

agriculture to energy, health and 

education! 

EMPOWERMENT AND PARTICIPATION

Community-operated, self-organized open ma-
nufacturing spaces like FabLabs (Fabrication 
Laboratories) deliver an easy access to means 
of production and their utilization. 

As places for encountering, learning, experi-
menting, joint creativity and value creation, 
they empower their users to participate in value 
creation and develop innovation capabilities 
�W�K�D�W���È���W���O�R�F�D�O���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�L�O�L�W�\��

Being embedded in their respective commu-
nities local actors know about their needs, 
resources and societal conditions, thus, sha-
ping the way of producing and cooperating. 
�/�R�F�D�O�� �D�F�W�R�U�V�� �R�Q�� �E�R�W�K�� �V�L�G�H�V�� �S�U�R�È���W�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H��
twinning process by aligning knowledge and 
competencies.
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